
 
 

FRA NOI’S TREASURE HUNT OF ROME AND FLORENCE 
October 16-25, 2015 
 
OCTOBER 16 (depart from US) 
 
OCTOBER 17 – ROME 

FESTIVE WELCOME DINNER WITH DRINKS AND MUSIC!  
 
OCTOBER 18 – ROME  
Morning: Our adventure starts at the foot of the Capitoline Hill, the site of major 
temples in ancient Roman times. From the back of the Capitoline we have a 
great overview of the Roman Forum, the political heart of ancient Rome. Then 
it’s on to the Colosseum, where our reserved tickets allow us to bypass lines.  
Afternoon: We begin our afternoon at the Pantheon, the best preserved of all 
imperial Roman buildings. From there, we walk to the Trevi Fountain, and on 
our way back we can stop to admire the spectacular ceiling paintings in the 
churches of San’t Ignazio and Il Gesù. 
 
OCTOBER 19 - ROME 
Morning: The bus leaves us near the entrance to the piazza in front of St. 
Peter’s Basilica. We walk across the piazza, enter the world’s largest church, 
and take a turn around the enormous interior, viewing Michelangelo’s Pietà and 
the two great Bernini altars: the Baldachino and the Chair of Peter. From there 
we walk past Castel Sant’ Angelo, originally the tomb of the emperor Hadrian, 
and across the Ponte Sant’ Angelo, lined with Bernini statues nicknamed 
“Bernini’s Breezy Maniacs,” due to their wind-blown appearance.  
Afternoon: We explore the Catacombs of Priscilla, among the oldest of 
Rome’s underground cemeteries used by the city’s early Christians. 
 
OCTOBER 20 – ROME/SORRENTO  
Morning: We start our day at Villa Borghese. Built in the early 1600s by 
Cardinal Scipione Borghese to house his art collections, it contains Bernini’s 
three masterpieces, his David, Pluto and Persephone, and Apollo and Daphne. 
Afterward, stroll the vast Villa Borghese Park. 
Afternoon: We’ll take a leisurely walk around the picturesque Trastevere Its 
name means “Across the Tiber” and it embraces the remnants of the city’s old 
Jewish quarter as well as the 12th-century church of S. Maria in Trastevere, with  
beautiful mosaics inside and the oldest continuously functioning fountain in Rome 
on the outside. Then it’s off to Sorrento! 

 
 
OCTOBER 21 – AMALFI COAST  



After breakfast we’ll travel by bus to discover the panoramic views and 
enchanting towns along the scenic Amalfi Coast. The terraces of Positano, the 
coastal waters of Amalfi and the towering vistas of Ravello are all on the docket 
for the day. Enjoy an orientation tour of the cities via minibus and on foot, 
exploring the steep streets, narrow alleyways, sidewalk vendor stalls and 
boardwalk cafes. Then it’s back to Sorrento for an overnight stay. 
 
OCTOBER 22 – CAPRI/FLORENCE  
In the morning we’ll travel by bus and boat to Capri, one the world’s most 
enchanting island. A guided tour will include the Blue Grotto (weather permitting). 
Lunch at a caffè in the Piazzetta (main square) and some exclusive shopping will 
round out the morning. We’ll depart for Florence in the early afternoon. 
 
OCTOBER 23 – FLORENCE  
Morning: Our first stop in Florence will be the cathedral and its baptistery. The 
cathedral, topped with Brunelleschi’s stupendous dome, is the religious heart of 
Florence. The baptistery is adorned with three sets of enormous, intricately 
sculpted bronze doors. From there, it’s a short walk to Piazza della Signoria, 
the political heart of Florence; the Palazzo Vecchio is still the city hall. On the 
south side is the Loggia dei Lanzi, with Cellini’s brilliant and disturbing statue of 
Perseus and Medusa. We’ll stroll from there to Ponte Vecchio, since the 1500s 
the site of Florence’s famed jewelry shops. 
Afternoon: We’ll visit to the Academia to view Michelangelo’s magnificent 
David, followed by a visit to the nearby Monastery of San Marco, filled with 
beautiful frescoes by Fra Angelico. 
 
OCTOBER 24 – FLORENCE   
Morning: We’ll visit Palazzo Medici, home of the most powerful family in 
Florence from the mid-1400s to the mid-1700s. Within, we’ll find the only part of 
the palace that remains intact from the 1400s: the chapel with frescoes by 
Benozzo Gozzoli, showing the Journey of the Magi. From there, it’s a short walk 
to the church of San Lorenzo, designed for the Medici family by Brunelleschi. 
Afternoon: You can shop ’til you drop! Or you can be part of an optional visit the 
church of Santa Croce, the Westminster Abbey of Italy, where Michelangelo, 
Machiavelli, Rossini and many other famous Italians are buried. 
Evening: Farewell Dinner 
 
OCTOBER 25 – DEPARTURE  
Depart from Florence for home 
 
TOUR SIZE 
The tour is limited to 40 travelers. 
 
 
 
 



HOTELS 
Rome: Visconti Palace or Similar 
Sorrento: Hilton Palace or Similar 
Florence: Mediterraneo or Similar 
 
TOUR PRICE: $4,975 * 
Double occupancy, includes airfare as a group from Chicago, four-star 
accommodations, bus transportation, breakfasts and two dinners. Separate 
airfare from different cities and trip extensions available at additional costs. 
Single occupancy available for $5,900. (Limited availability) 
 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Group roundtrip airfare from Chicago 
• 8 nights at four-star hotels  
• Breakfasts at the hotels 
• Welcome and farewell dinners with wine  
• Professional Tour Director and Licensed Tour Guides 
• Entrance fees to the Colosseum, Forum, St. Peter’s Basilica, Catacombs, 

Galleria Borghese, Blue Grotto, Accademia and Palazzo Medici 
• Wireless Headsets where requested 
• All transfers via deluxe motorcoach 
• City tax and porterage in and out hotels 

 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: 
$250 deposit by June 10 (Deposits are non-refundable after June 10) 
$1,200 payment by June 24 
Final Payment by August 16 
The first 10 reservations will receive free copies of Judy Testa’s books on Rome 
and Florence! 
 
CANCELLATION CHARGES (LAND) 
Days Prior Start of Services   Charges 
125 days or more prior to departure  No penalty 
84 to 60 days prior to departure   $250 per person 
59 to 45 days prior to departure   $500 per person 
45 days prior to departure    100% of total travel services 
  
CANCELLATION CHARGES (AIR) 
Days Prior Start of Services   Charges 
105 days prior to departure   100% penalty ($1200 per person) 
  
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
Highly recommended and must be purchased with initial deposit. (6.5% of 
package price) 


